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Catholics begin the Liturgical Year STEPPING STONES...
with the season of Advent. THE JOURNEY CONTINUES
As Advent draws to a close,
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we celebrate and prepare for
the coming of Christ.
We have waited, watched,
rejoiced and hoped,

Glory to God in the highest
and on earth peace to those
on whom bis favor rests.
Luke 2:14

these past weeks, for a better world.
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Now, our focus should be on worship!

The shepherds worshipped. What God wants is

The angels worshipped in song. worship from the heart.
The magi came to worship. Anna and Simeon, who asked Worship is a very
God to let them live to see the Savior, worshipped. simple thing,
Are we to do any less? It comes from a heart that is
In the words of Mary, found in her song of in tune with God,
praise and worship, the Magnificat: a heart that loves God
My soul proclaims the greatness of the a heart that is in harmony

Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. § with God and His Word,
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" and a heart that is

bowed down before Him
in reverence and humility.
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& Happy Liturgical New Year!

It takes us about a month of the new liturgical year

to prepare in faith for the first celebration of that year —
the celebration of the birth of our Savior.

Even in our earthly traditions of celebration, we carry reminders of the real reason for the
season, if we choose to see them.

Those lights we see and/or install on our homes, businesses, etc. are meant to be a
reminder of the light that first shone on earth in the manger 20 centuries or so ago.

€ Those gifts we exchange are a reflection of the great gift God gave us that morning

in Bethlehem.

Those evergreens, real or artificial, represent the eternal life that we can find in Him.
There is one big difference between the celebratory traditions of the secular world and of
the celebration of our faith in this holiday. On December 26, we do not immediately begin
to dismantle the signs of what has happened. The carols that celebrate the blessed event
are not put back in the CD case until next December. For us, while the external celebra-
tion may subside, in our faith we live not just the 12 days of Christmas commemorated in
song, but 365 days of Christmas (and 366 in leap years).






